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In the period of early settlement in Miner co11nty the 
farmer's contacts were largely limited to his immediate 
neighborhood. He seldom traveled more than three or four 
miles--a distance commonly known as a "tear.i haul". In re-
cent years, improved transportation facilities have per -
mitted farn families to go to the village for an increas-
ing proportion of their goods and services. As rural folks 
have extended their radius of interaction, larger village-
centered comr.iunites have er.ierged. 
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The Emerging Rural Communities of Uncr County 
People can be most effectively reo.chod c..nd influenced 
through the social groups to uhich ther belong , It is the 
purpose of this pamphlet to assist plcnning groups and 
other &ction agencies in Minor county by lccuting the 
principle rural groupings in the fnrr.1 of neighborhoods and 
cor.ununities of the county. For n better underst8ndin , cf 
the present da:, status nnd functfon of these social grou!)-
ings , a brief historical sketch is given , nith emphasis on 
the factors leading to the emergence of the rural cnmm-
unity which encompasses b0th town and country • 
It is evident that something is 7rong ~ith the map bel .w. It is appar-
ent that such importcnt fentur0s au villc:...ges and highways have been omitted . 
The 1,178 farmsteads cannot be thought 0f os so many isolated settleticnts , 
but must be considered in relation to their nei6hborh00d and their l~rgcr 
ville.go- centered community settings. Tho country nnd village dwellers are 
interdependent; the c0untry loo1rn t o the villcgo f or such services as mer-
chandising, r ecreation> educction, etc ., nnd the vill< GG depends upon the 
country f 0r raw materials , trade c;.nd support of its institutions . 
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Figure 2 . Map of Early Miner County 
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Sourco: Andrea ' s Historical Atlas of Dakota , 1884, and other sources . 
The pioneer farmer wns not wholl~r sclf-suffici9nt from ~n economic standpoint. 
He was dependent on the villuges, ~hich appeared on the frontier at an early date, 
for his supply of many essential goods nnd services . 
The first permanent oettlers came to Miner county from Minnesota in 1879 . T~o 
vears later the city of Howard vm s found0d and by 123J a total of nine towns had 
been founded . (See Figure 2) . They included Pettigren and ·Gc.rfiold (novr Roswell) 
founded in 1882 ; Canova, Carthage , Beaver , Rockton , Roswell and Vilas founded 
in 1883 . It was to these rapidly growing towns that the pioneer farmers of Miner 
county \'Ient for various supplies and services. These frontier vilJ.agcs vwrc equip-
ped to supply a surprisingly wide range of servic0s . One ;. ear after Hor,ard rms 
founded it boasted of five dry good stores, three hotels, three hardvmre stores 
two implerient shops, two livery barns , two ne',7S apcrs, t 1.7o churches, a school, one 
bank, one lumber yard, a mgon shop , r. dray line, one blc.cksmi th shop, one' saloon 
c.nd other small enterprises . Four attorneys and t,.'JO gr-:in buyGrs were also offer-
ing their service in How~rd c.t thic enrly date . Cai:th~ge, like Howard, soon offer-
ed many services . Six months &fter it was founded it was a thriving town with a 
population of 250 persons ; it had 34 places of business, four church societies , one 
school building , a banker, c. doctor o.nd a resident mirdster . Similar services were 
offered in the other frontier tov.ns of Miner county. 
In 1882 the Milwaukee rc.ilroad vms completed to Hovmrd , and the following ~ 
the Chicago and Northvwstern wn.s cor.iplcted in Miner county (See Figure 2) . Trnro were 
49 school districts established £nd nine school buildings erected during the year 
1882-1883 . Eight pcstoffices wore also serving the people of Miner county in 1883 . 
• 
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Figure 3. Neighborhoods in Miner County, 1940. 
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The early settlers of Miner county, bound. together by such ties as 
kinshi_p, common religion, common nationality, and mutual assistance, 
tended to homestead in groups on adjoining farms, These neig.~bo~hood 
groupings wore especially important in supplying the social satisfac-
tions of the pioneer community. Habits of work exchnnge and united . 
support of ecucational and religious institutions tended to draw tho 
families comprising the neighborhood still closer together. 
Better facili tics for trc:nspork tion l:nd conmunicE:. tion havo had 
far-reaching effects on rural group orgnnization. · Farm folks huve been 
able to extend their contacts over n much ·wider ar ea , reaching out be-
yond the bounds of their loc~l neighborhoods. Thoy have eono more fro~ 
qucntly to the village and have discovered they have much in common 
with villago residents. As a result of these forces neighborhoods h&ve 
declined in impork~nce, some hr.vo disappeE'.red, whilo others h[,VO lost 
certain functions to the ville.go center. Figure 3 shows the noighbor-
hoods which were in existence in Miner county in 1940. These neighbor- , 
hoods arc prob~bly f owor in number E:.nd l&rror in area than those which 
existed prior to the E.dvont of tho automobile. Although their fumt:ions 
are relatively limited, the neighborhoods of Minpr county h&ve shown a 
tendency to persist. When r epresentative fo.rmcrs of tho county rrere 
asked to no.me the factors rrhich hold their neighborhoods together, the 
most frequent · r eplies in order of occurrence vmre: "v:ork $XChang~ 11 • 
"country church", "district school" and "visitinrr" (tied) "clubs" ,''s,s..rae, 
nationality" and "kinship". It would apper.r th~t the neighborhoc,4 still 
play a rather significc.nt role in the rurc.l picture, al though its im- · 
portanco will probably continue to de cline. 
ti D· o 
-• 
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Figure 4. Church Comriunity Are&s of Miner County, 1940 . 
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Figure 4 shows the various areas from which the village and open coun-
try churches of Miner county draw their members . It is reQdily seen that 
th0 attendance ar0as of the town churches are con::dderably larger tlnn those 
served by the open country churches . Yet it seems thn t people will not trc-
vel as far to attend church as they •uill to bta in certc.in 0ther services 
in the village centers . The fact thnt there are 7 open country churches 
besides 16 town churches naturally lir.iits the size nnd increases the number 
of community areas as cor.1pared r;i th service areas which i. r e r.1ore cor.1pletely 
village-centered • 
However , more and more farm fatiilies are attending tNm churches, a fac-
tor which has tended to strengthen t own-country r elationships . In nany 
sections , the nunber of participating farm far.1ilies hes become too s~all to 
support adequ.a t cl.,r the open country church . The village churches may event,.. 
ually t~ke over tho religious function for the entire surrounding area . 
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Source: Records of High :School Superintendents, 1940 . 
Since 1921 it has been compulsory for common school districts 
Tihich do not operate their own high schools to pay tuition costs for 
students living within their borders who attended high schools in 
nearby towns or villD.ges. The areas from v1hich the seven high 
sc~ools (six in Miner county and one in Lake) enrolled the Miner 
county tuition students are plotted in Figure 5· along with thG lro:rt-
ions of farmsteads from which the students numbering about 250 arc 
drawn. 
The high school service areas correspond rather closely to the 
composite community areas shown in Figure 8. The high nchool has 
become a very strong force in determining community boundaries and 
in establishing closer town-country r elationships. The farmer who 
has sons or daughters in tho village .high school concerns himself ' 
with its organization and activities. He goes into the village more 
frequently and as he broadens his contacts vii th the village people 
he joins vd th them in an increasingly varied ;;.; .. nge of activities. His 
children in high school make still further adjustments to the larger 
village centered community life . Through these processes, differ-
ences c.nd misunderstnndings which nay hc.ve existed bet\-,reon tmvn c.nd 
country are grndually disnppearing. 
.. 
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Figure 6. Rural Special Interest Groups in Miner County, 1940·~ 
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Farmers' Union Org-
anization 
In the period of early settlenent of Miner county, r esidence in a specific 
locality, proximity, and common life served as the basis for most group organ-
ization. The school district, the open-country church, exchange of nork , and 
social activity follov,ed neighborhood lines. Interests were relatively limit-
ed and held in common; therefore, group organizations \"Jere simple und included 
almost everyone within the neighborhood. 
With the corning of better facilities for travel and communication the 
country dwellers were able to seek satisfactions in groups of their mm choice. 
The farmer has been exposed to nevJ t:,pes nf interest groups and associa ti0ns 
which often go fur beyond neighborhood bounds in recruiting their pr..rticipants. 
In 1940, 46 special inter es t organizations were found among the farm people of 
Miner county. Eighteen of thGse roups vJCre 4-H clubs, lJ vrere Womens' Exten-
sion clubs and 12 were Co:'1lmuni ty clubs. ( See Fig • . 6). These categories do not 
include informal social gatherings or form membership in town centered organiz-
ations such as Service clubs and lodges. It is evident that group activities, 
like other aspects of rural life, are being reorganized on n v: id0r cornmuni ty 
level. 
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Figure 7. Trade Arca for Five Selected C,ommodities, Howe.rd, 1940. 
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!he farm family, as previously noted, has always been somewhat dependent upop 
village centers for the satisfaction of its economic needs. Since the coming of 
the automobile, many functions which were formerly neighborhood-centered have been 
shifted to the village. Improved transportation and communication facilities in 
recent years have greatly increased the number of trips made to the villaGe, as 
well as the varioty and quantity of goods and services supplied by the village 
centers. The cross-roads general store has all but passed from the picture; t~e 
village ' has become the economic core of t he surrounding farm area . It serves as 
a market for agricultural produce and, in turn, supplies the farmer vii th his gro-
ceries, clothing, goods used in the farming enterprise--oil , tTiine, fencing, mach-
inery, etc., and many other necessities. Increasing interdependence of town and 
country in their trade r clation0hips is evident . 
Figure 7 shows the trade areas of Howard for five commodities selected be-
cause ofi their importance to the farmer. These commot}.ities are bulk fuels, grain , 
groceries, machinery and produce . Since the boundaries are based upon information 
supplied by Howard trad0smen, they r epresent only personal estimates, and it has 
been found that there is conGidorable overlapping with trade areas secur ed in 
similar fashion for other tovms of the county. Despi to their limitations, Figure 
7 does show the approximate areas served by dealers in the selected commodities. 
By combining the trade, church, and high school service areas it is possible to 
arrive at a composite community area for Howard (See Fig. 8) which rather closely 
describes the nature.l community boundaries. 
• 
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Figure 8. Composite Community Areas of Miner County, 1940. 
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"A rural community is regrarded as rm area including the ville.ge center and 
tho surrounding territory, the limits of the territory being determined by the 
farthest distances where tho agencies and institutions of the villa.go serve the 
majority of the families in a majority of their activities ." D1i:JIGHT SP NDERSON 
* * * * * * * * * 
Until about 25 years ago, the rural community was relatively unimportant 
and hardly existent in recognizable form. The social life of farm people was 
centered largely in the neighborhood. The one-room country school and the 
open country church, t wo important rural institutions, strengthened the 
neighborhood ties. More recently the tremendous advances in transportation 
and communication have brought widespread changes in the structure of rural 
group life. Depopulation through outward migration has weakened many neigh-
borhoods. Others have lost their principle functions with the decline of the 
district school. A lareer number of farmers are going to the village for 
church services and sending t heir children to the village school. 
Tho same forces which have led to the decline of neighborhoods have be~n 
1 responsible for the reorganization of rural life on a larger community basis. 
Many of the functions dropped by the neighborhoods havo been assumed by vill-
age centers. Figure 8 shows the composite community areas of Miner county. 
These areas were located by first plotting on a single map the trade , high 
school, and church service areas for each vil lage , then sel ecting a boundary 
in each case which was most represent ative of all the plotted areas. Equit-
able division was made of those regions subject to over-lapping cl~ir.is b:r t wo 
or more villages. Berton and Nansen have been included in the Howard ar e~ as 
they do not offer enough services to constitute a separate communit:, .'.lr oa . It 
seems that the size of the community varies directly with .the popullltion of 
the viJl- f!G conter n.nd the num. er of servjces it supplies .. 
SUMMARY 
Various historical changes in social organization have been shown in this 
pamphlet in order to trace the gradual emergence of the present rural com-
munity. The rural- neighborhood, of which the community is essentially an 
enlarged reproduction, functioned best during the horse and buggy days. It 
consisted of ten to twenty families which frequently clustered about some 
single economic or social service, such as a general store, a blacksmith 
shop, post office, a rural school or a church. In some instances the 
neighborhood was merely a social grouping held together by some such com-
mon bond as kinship, neighborliness or exchange of work. 
With the coming of the automobile and good roads most of the economic ser-
vices were readily taken over by the village or town, The only institu-
tions left in many open-country areas were the rural schools and churches. 
Even the open-country churches have been giving way during the last few 
years. At the present time they make up less than one-fourth of all chur-
ches in the state, and of those which remain only 7 percent have resident 
ministers. Most country churches are now yoked with a town church, with · 
the same minister serving two or more congregations. 
During the past decade the rural district school systen has declined in 
much the same manner. Recent studies reveal that rural school enrollments 
for the state have . declined more than 25 percent since the peak year of 
1930. Over half of the open-country schools enroll ten or fewer pupils, 
and in some counties as many as 25 to JO percent enroll five or fewer. 
When the enrollment drops to five or below, it has been customary to close 
the school and send the r emaining pupils to a neighboring school, paying 
tuition and transportation costs. In some cases the remaining pupils have 
been sent to nearby village or town schools. 
It now appears that the villages and towns are becoming the service centers 
for the ·rural community. The vil lage center and its surrounding service 
area constitute the new rural community, which makes up the prevailing 
type of social organization in South Dakota. Thus in a typical county 
there will be as many rural communities as there are villages anr1 towns. 
IMPLICATIONS 
There are definite implications growing out of this situation both for the 
farmer .and the townsman, For the farmer it means that he is just as truly 
a member of the rur~l community as is the village r~sident.· The fact that 
he can obtain the various economic and social services in the center at "·a 
reasonable cost makes it possible for him to be a specialist in agricul-
tural productic~m . Likewise for the tovmsman it means that he can special-
ize in his particular field of service as long as he serves his open 
country and town neighbors efficiently . Thus there are distinct mutual 
advantages in maintaining harmonious town-country relationships_ 
Public servants, such as extension agents, FSA and AAA workers, teachers, 
ministers, etc., should recognize that the new ruraJ_ community is a natural 
community which has evolved through gradual economic and social adjust-
ments. All plannihg activities should take into account the natural com-
munity areas and should utilize them as th~ logical un±ts of rural organ-
ization. 
